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Mr. Low Is a conspicuous example In
many ways of the old assertion that there
is an exception to every rule. Born with
a silver spoon in his mouth, his career has
been moulded rather in spite of than by
the wealth in the midst of \\liich he has al-
ways lived. He has most successfully overcomewhat some one has described as the
"disadvantages of advantages." It is largelydue, doubtless, to the care and wisdom
displayed in his up-bringing that he has
never displayed, even in the slightest degree,the traits which one is apt to associatewith the sons of rich men. Another
rule to which Mr. Low is a striking exceptionis that "a prophet is never without
honor Have only in his own country." Nowhereis Mr. Low more admired than in
Brooklyn, which has intimately known him
since he was born there, forty-seven years
ago. And in the same manner it is those
who know him best who appraise his value
most highly.
Probably the most striking characteristic

of the candidate for Mayor, as shown
throughout his career, is his unswerving
consistency. As early as he could participatein public affairs, earlier than most
men display civic patriotism, he was a pioneerin the movement advocating a nonpartisanadministration or municipal afairs.From that time to this, his views on
that subject have changed only in so far
as they have grown stronger, and his public
acts have been forcible illustrations of his
belief.
After ,leaving Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute,when seventeen years old, Seth

Low entered' Columbia College and was

graduated at the head of his class in 1870.

In 1889, President of

Under the system of thorough training ci
and rigid discipline laid down by his si

father, the young man then went through c

a business course of the most practical
description. Abiel Abbot Low was a China p
merchant, who founded the firm of A. A. tl
Low & Bros. In that house he entered his ai

son, Seth, as a clerk, and for the next fi
Ave years he passed, step by step, through o

the different grades of the business until c;

he was admitted to the Arm. o

It was while undergoing this training g
that Mr. Lew first began to take a lively s«

interest in public matters. Relief of the C

poor was one of the first subjects to a

claim his attention, and with hia char- iJ

acteristlc thoroughness he devoted his con- *
sideration to it in the most practical ^
fashion. When twenty-six years old he
became a volunteer visitor to the poor, ^associating with those through whose ef- p,
forts the system of public outdoor re- o

lief in Kings County was abolished. His
^

object in this movement was two-fold, p
He sought to eliminate the wasteful dis- p
persion of funds under the old system. ?
and at the same time to fijid some new p
means of caring for the needy without n:

injuring their self-respect or encouraging !(;
them to regard themselves as objects of p
charity. He was the organizer of the b
Bureau of Charities and its first presi- ^dent. This was one of the first examples e
of organized effort to deal with relief by c
volunteer work, and its succpss has more ^than justified the foresight of those who p
started It. C
The Citizens' Union candidate owed his

success in this direction, as in many others, tc
to his ability to get into close touch with c
all sorts, of men In all kinds of conditions. ^He has a wonderful facility- i'or putting n
himself in the other man's place and view- a
ing a question from a standpoint outside j*his own individuality. It is that which
helped him to make so successful a record ir
as Mayor of Brooklyn, as an adjuster of w

labor disputes, and as presidenc of Colum- -pbla College. Preserving his own opln- 0!ions until force of facts lends to a change, n,Mr T.niv.»T v,.»" «y]jiuv,iui.c tilCui {;(others, and their reasons for them as few p,men can.
pi

ENTRANCE TO POLITICS.
The campaign for the election of Garfield,in 1880, first brought Mr. Low into ti

the political arena as the president of trie b
Republican Campaign Club then organized, ai
Before that lie had done active work with ei
the Republican association of his ward, as ai
young men could do then with more hope of ai
success within the organization than they m
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in now, when character and Intelligence
sem to be the last considerations in the
holce of political machine leaders.
But it was not until the Republican CamalgnClub showed Itself a potent factor in

io election of Garfield that its president
chleved anything approaching political
ime. After the Presidential election the
rganization became the Young RepubllinClub. It made one of the mtain objects
f its being the betterment of Brooklyn
overninent, recognizing as one of the es?ntlalsto improvement in that direction
ho lih-AWo oC 1 .. PPo

nd national polities. Mr. Low had retired
rom the club before its reorganization, but
he future showed that it was to play a

ighly important part in his life. On the
nes which it had laid down for itself the
oung Republican Club distinctly left itself
ree to act without regard to partisan afl'ilitionsin choosing candidates for municipal
fflcesInthe first year of its existence the
lub had an opportunity, of which it
romptly availed itself, to show that itsrinclples on this subject were a matter
f practice and not mere theory. Brook,'nwas laboring under the bondage of a
oliticnl gang organized for purposes nl-
lost identical with tnosc wiilch actuated
je Tweed ring in New York. The opportunityfor robberv and corruption in
ir^oklyn was smaller than in New York,
y reason of the city's Inferior size and
'ealth, but, proportionately speaking, it
as even more fully used. The muuicipallection in Brooklyn in 1881 was of espelnlimportance, because on the first of
ae year following a new charter, greatlyicreasing the powers of the Mayor, was to
o into effect. The Young Republicanlub saw that General B. F. Tracy, who
scelved the regular Republican nomlnaon,could not hope to draw enough votes
> defeat the Democratic candidate if the
impaign were conducted on partisan lines,
he club advocated the nomination of Mr.
lipley Ropes, who had already been
nmed by independent citizens.^ He was
i one witn uiPin in Deiner a nepuoncanncl a believer in a non-partisan adminis-atlonof municipal affairs.
In its efforts to secure harmonious action
i opposition to the Democratic nominee,ith his ring backing, the club appointed a
jmmittee to urge the withdrawal of both
racy and Ropes. Mr. Low was chairman
f the delegation appointed for the pnr)se.and was astonished when his consent
> accept the nomination was made lndisensableto the withdrawals which must
recede the desired alliance.
AS MAYOR OF BROOKLYN.

The result of that campaign was the eleconof Mr. Low as the first Mayor of
rooklyn under Its new charter. The candateconducted, or participated in, a most
lergetlc campaign. He spoke frequently
id forcibly, visited workshops, wharves,
id other scenes of industrial activity,
aking friends wherever be carried his
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personality into the canvass. Non-parti
s; ship was one of the most conspleuou,features of his Mayoralty administration
and it was distinctly upon, rather than 11
spite of, his record in that direction tbu
the regular Republican organization ii
Brooklyn adopted him as its candidate fo
Mayor after he had been re-nominated a
a mass meeting of citizens.

Iti the second campaign, which resuitci
in Mr. Bow's re-election in. 1883, Demc
orotic attacks were directed mainly to th
Increased expenditures under his ndminis
iratlon. Mr. Low believes that sparing ex
penditure is often very poor economy. Hi
faced the attacks squarely, in his usuu
unshrinking fashion, and demonstrated tba
he h'ad the more thoughtful part of th
public with him.
Just as Tammany is crying out at th

"extravagance" of Mayor Strong's ad
ministration now. so, then, the Democrats
ringsters in Brooklyn attacked the showing
of increased expenditures under Mayo
Low. In his speeches Mr. Low put th
Question most clearly to the nublic as ti
whether it would rather have had it
schools continue in their unsanitary condi
tion of overcrowding, its Fire Departmen
crippled for want of horses and othe
equipment, etc.. throughout the variou:
departments of the city government, ii
order that the tax rate might he kept down
or whether it preferred* an increase mori
than counterbalanced by the approach madi
to efficiency. And the public gave its answe
at the polls in favor of Increased effi
ciency.
Tlie four years under Mr. Low in Brook

lyn made a new record in the administra
tion of American municipalities. Brooklyn'
experience showed that patronage could hi
disposed of according to merit insteat
of as a reward for partisan services. Em
l>wy<ra ie.mj.ru l«ul ou tuug as lucj [;cj
severed in integrity and efficiency noni
c-ouid drive them from their work for tk<
city, and that when they swerved there
from no man could keep them in the!
positions. Mr. Low demonstrated that
Mayor could preside over the city. swaye<
by no politician or organization and actuat
ed only by his own sense of what wa
best for the municipality. He made
record in regard to civil service whlcl
was of immense advantage, not only ti
Brooklyn, but to other cities and to th<
cause of civil service reform throughou
the country. He showed what could b
done, and abolished the possibility of tall
of impracticability as an excuse for 110

doing it. In his first message totheCommoi
Council Mr. Low said he hoped some da;
"to see a system authorized by law whicl
shall save even the heads of department
from any concern about patronage by pro
vidlng in some legal way for appoint
meat on the clerical force of the city.'
At the beginning of his second term h

"fVio Troor 1SR3 Trill Vi

memorable in the annuls of the country fo
the first State civil service luw passed 1
the United States by the great State o
New York."

It was by the permision of that act tha
Mr. Low was able to introduce the meri
system in the municipal service of Brook
lyu, making it the first city in the countr;
to adopt such rules. As Oswald Otten
dorfer wrote in urging the re-election o

Mayor Low in Brooklyn, the candidate ha
shown "his firm determination not to allov
municipal affairs to be made a shuttlecpc
of political parties, nor to be perverted int
a pasturage for party hacks."
That was Mr. Low's principle then a

shown in his practice; that is the principl
upon which his present candidacy is based
That is the principle which gave Brooklyi
the best administration she ever had in
creased her credit, and suggests the wis
dom of making the first Mayor of the en
larged municipality that man who showe<
his fitness to be the first Mayor of Brook
lyn under its new charter.
Frequent conferences with the heads o

all thp departments insured harmonious ac
tion during Mr. Low's administration, with
out which much that lie accompllshei
would have been impossible. But to hi
credit is mainly due the frustration and ex
nosure of many steals contemplated by thi
Democratic ringsters through the ngenc;
or their gooa irienas at Aioany: tne reor
ganlzatinn of the system under which taxe:
were collected, go that citizens of tonal
means were relieved of a most irksome bur
den: the reduction of the city debt bj
$7,000,000, and a rearrangement of the pub
lie school system under a Board of Educn
tlon which carried It to a high degree o:
efficiency.

HOME RULE FOR CITIES.
During his administration, as at all tines

Mr. Low was a strenuous advocate of hemi
rule. He missed no opportunity to urge at
Increase of the city's power of self-govern
ment, and did much to prevent attempts t(
curtail it at Albany.
One of the many Instances of the facility

with which Mr. Low grasps the righ
method of approaching questions Is shovi
in a small, but striking way, by a clr
cular proclamation which he Issued to thi
boys of Brooklyn while acting as theL
Mayor, In which he made an appeal t
their better feelings and civic sense t<
StOD the buildillff Of bonfires In the street,

on the evening of election day, iijstend o
threatening to enforce the penalties pro
vlded by ordinance to prevent such prac
tlces. Among the many matters of publh
concern outside his official duties h
which he showed an active interest, Mayo
Low originated the suggestion which even
tuated la the erection of the monumeni
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to veterans of the war at the entrance to

s 1'rospeet Park.
Mr. Low's readjustment of the system

i of collecting taxes was In most consistent
t keeping with an action which gained him
1 considerable notice at the time, though
r done unobtrusively and simply as a mattter of conscience. It was years before

his name had been mentioned in co.nnec;1tion with the Mayoralty that Mr. Low
i- demanded in the office of the Brooklyn
e City Assessor that the assessment on his
i- personal property be raised from $1,000to $10,000. No more striking example of
i> self-sacriflclng civic patriotism has ever
1 been given, and more frequent emulation
t of the spirit which prompted it would
e quickly solve the perplexing problem of

the collection of personal taxes.
e At the end of Mr Low's campaign It

transpired lhat he had done something alemost as remarkable In a candidate as was
. his demand in a citizen that his assessJmont be increased. It Is uncommon now,
e It was still more remarkable in those days.
j, time a rnnamare snouid yo through a eam..palgn without the expenditure of a cent in
; his own on behalf of his candidacy. When

ft transpired that eueh had been the case In
r Mr, Low's campaign of 1881, his action was

made the theme of mncb commendation.Lest, however, there should be any misunderstanding:on the sub'ect. with his cus
ternary outspokenrtess Mr. Low oalled at0tentlon to the fact that since he had found

£ himself, as a Citizens' candidate, unable
to reciprocate in kind the friendly words
spoken in his behalf by the Rerubilcnncandidates for Sheriff and Snpervlsor-at-Large, he had sent a hundred dollars to the
Republican Campaign Committee, with exsplielt instructions that it should not be

e used in the interest of hla own candidacy.
1 Two years after the expiration of his

second term as Mayor the firm of which
Mr. Low was a member wound up Its hn.si-

e ness. But a new outlet was soon provided
e for his activltr. when his fellow-trustees

unanimously offered him the presidency of
« Colnnihl.n In Octnh^r IftfiQ

j PRESIDENT OF COLUMBIA.
' It was a remarkable bonor to pay to a

s man so young that It was less than twenty
1 years since he had been graduated from the
a great Institution of which he was asked to
e become the head. The same eharacteiis-1 tics which made Mr. Low's charity take
j the form of providing opportunity for work
t instead of giving alms, which made him
a appeal to the boys of Brooklyn instead of
^ commanding them, which made him adopt
3 the rule of common sense as his guide in
i- dealing with the Sunday excise question,
> the trait, in fact, which enables him to
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What of the candidates? I have a \er;
0 now comes forward as the nominee of the

^ General Tracy presents himself as Mi
® Tammany litis made our municipal g

ir e among all honest men who know anythlnj
* o be, can be, and in many Instances now

lj ® Mr. Low of all" tne candidates alone
5 New York City first, last and all the tin
e for the Tammany hoys; not New York Ci

yet New York City and the Chicago platf<
> fair city, and if we would do our duty by

9 less at our hands than intelliegnt, honest
1 eminent, of which all her citizens.nay,

Has bossism helped New York to sue
3

0 hindrance to New York's fair prosperity
poor alike, for it plunders each indiscrim

T are the declared and implacable enemies
t

9 bossism, whether it be bossism from Albi
i 0 again, no other candidate before the peop
- candidate pretends to stand upon it, and
3 9 lasting prosperity stand.
f ® r\# T «. * ^ -xi

0 v/j. tuuioc, x uui iu xavur ox oilier can
a Mr. Low, for you cannot pull down the pli
a ® points us the only way out. There Is aba
s 9 first city on the American Continent Is to
f «
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OWN BY PICTURES.
put himself in the other fellow's place and
readily adapt himself to circumstances
with which he is unfamiliar, and the franknessof the man, led him at once not only
to discover that he had much to learn, but
to admit it. "I can bring no better equipment,"he said, "than an open mind." And
it is that open-mlndedness which is one of
Mr. Low's strongest and most attractive
qualities.
The leading purpose of the new president

was to make more intimate the association
between Columbia College and the city,
and in that, as in his administration as a
whole, he has been highly successful. UnderMr. Low's seven years of administrationone of the greatest institutions of
learning In the couutrv has beon develnnort
from what was then a college comparativelyunknown. There has been going on
there, under the guidance of Mr. Low, a
process of evolution.if It has not been too
speedy to warrant that name.similar to
that which has resulted In the consolidationof the territory now comprising the
city of New York.
Columbia has been turned Into a universitynot only in name but essentially In

fact. The law school has been reorganized
and its requirements more than trebled.
The College of Physicians and Surgeons
has merged its individuality in the university;from the School of Mines has been
developed the bigger, more modern. School
of Applied Science, while a faculty of
Pure Science has been established with incentivesto original research. Improvementhas been especially marked in the
School of Political Science, which includes
the study of sociology. The university
staix or instruction caving been doubled it
now comprises nearly three hundred members.Alliances have been formed with the
Teachers' College and Barnard College for
Women, and Intimate relations established
with the American Mhiseum of Natural Historyand the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Union Theological Seminary, the General
Theologleal Seminary and the Jewish TheologicalSemln.vry have all recognized the
value of association with the university.
Free lectures by Columbia lecturers at
Cooper Union have forged another link
In the union of the university with the
city, and the municipality, through its individuals,has recognized the services of the
university by gifts aggregating six million
dollars. The ideal site on Morniugside
Heights has been chosen, buildings of ap-
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St. George's Bectory,

209 East Sixteenth street,
o the Editor of the Journal:
CANNOT see how in the impending 9
contest for the chief magistracy of o

Greater New York any confusion of ®

ind is possible. o
Of all the candidates Mr. Low alone ®

lands with unmistakable firmness for ®

le one thing our Greater New York «
>rely needs.the one thing which its po- ®

tion and importance demands, viz., a c

ome rule government, bidding defiance 0
> the modern curse of our municipal life
the boss, °

Has bossism helped us heretofore? Can $
e hope for any truly enlightened, hon- «

it,, economic rule under it? Why should 0

e endure it any longer? The remedy is ®

our own hands. «
f high opinion of air. yeorge, but He ®

Democratic party.
Piatt's candidate. a

overnment a by-word and a shame ®
I of what municipal government should
Is. ,
says: "Elect me because I stand for
e; not New York City and fat places
ty and the Republican platform, nor «
irm, but plain New York, a big city, a

her, a great city that deserves nothing
and truly Democratic municipal gov- ?

ill Americans.should bo justly proud." «
h a fair estate? Bossism is the real ®

Bosslsm is the enemy of rich and j?
inately. Seth Low and his supporters
of each and every boss and system of
any, Chicago or Washington. I say e
le stands on this platform. No other o
on no other platform can our city's ®

dldates retiring, but you cannot retire «
ttform on which he alone stands. He ©
olutely no other deliverance, if the ®

be both fair and free. 0

e
)tio9»t«eteeoe90«(*e«(e*t

d"
"

Man.
ns' Union.

<i

Brooklyn, Thirty-one Yture Old.

Student at Co

proprlate dignity have been erected, and
the university is new installed in its band
some new quarters, not the least magnificentof which is the library, built at n
cost of a million dollars by Seth Low 8s
a memorial to his father.
Only the few who have kept a close

watch on this process of rapid developmentrealize to what a great extent it owes its
inception and execution to Mr. Low. Vast
as has been the w#rk involved at Columbiait was not sufficient to absorb -all the energiesof a man so public spirited and energeticas Mr. Low. In the very prime oflife, carrying his years with ease, lookingat least a decade younger than his age, intenselyinterested in all mat concerns thewelfare of the city, Mr. lx>w has found
many useful outlets for his surplus energy.Transferring to the New York KindergartenAssociation, which provides free kinder-
f;art.ens for those too poor to pay for them,lis salary as a Rapid Transit Commissioner,he lias given to the complicated proDl*>mlinear 1 ho nn^al/l"«n+l J

.11U, 4. tuv V uii^iuci a tiuii Ml me coinmissionmuch valuable experience, time anddiscernment.
He devoted such careful and diligentstudy to the framing of the charter for theenlarged municipality that no man couldbe better equipped than he for the executionof the provisions which he helped toframe. He was always a sincere believerin the advisability of consolidation, andwhile there are many details of the charterwhieh failed to satisfy him. he 1« convincedthat if the people of the new city care todo so. it empowers them to obtain a properadministration of municipal affairs.

ARBITRATOR OF LABOR DISPUTES
One important department of Mr. Low's

activity in recent years has been found in
the arbitration of labor disputes. The task
of umpire in such conflicts is generally a
thankless one, and it Is a remarkable
tribute to the equity and ability of Mr.
Low's decisions that not only has their
iutucss met with' universal acknowledgement,but they have brought him the personalfriendship or admiration of the $on-
testants on both sides. Last Christmas
one of the remembrances of the season
which Mr. Low most highly prized was a
gift jointly offered by members of opposingforces in a dispute which he settled
to the satisfaction of both.

It is in this department, almost more
than in any other, that Mr. Low has been
able to demonstrate his wonderful faculty
for promptly grasping details with whlfth
he was unfamiliar, by bringing to the

ii you a Doaming uouse snouid seek,
Where coffee's choice and never weak,
Where dainties rare and well-cooked food
Are never scarce and always good,
Then In the Journal "wants" you'll find
The very best ones of the kind.

*
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question an open mind and the ablity to
put bmself in the other fellow's place.
In 1896 Mr. Low was referee betwee

the New York Typothetae and Typography
cal Union No. 6. In March, 1897, he wa.
asked to determine the rights of the EnterpriseUnion of Steam Fitters and the
Progress Union of Steam Fitters Helpers'andyjtiie Plumbers' Union. In both of
rnese cases mere were tecnnicai consider
ations which would have baffled any n^an
of ordinary Intelligence, who lacked th<
peculiar power referred to several times
as one of Mr. Low's most marked traits.
It Is probably unprecedented, certainly so
in as far as my knowledge goes, that a
man of Mr. Low's wealth should have so

merited and won the confidence of labor
men as to be selected to settle their disputesone with another, and do it with such
general satisfaction. It hs probably partly
due to the utter absence of anythine like
ostentation in his habits of life, and the
success with which he has concealed, ratherthan displayed, his means and made
Liieiil itll msuuiucui xuj- usexuiuess.
It would be impossiLle to recount from

memory the many public works of relief la
which Mr. Low has figured. He was chairmanof the Chamber of Commerce Committeewhich aided the Federal and local
authorities in adopting precautions during
the cholera scare of 18»3, and the Secretaryof the Treasury recognized his servicesby naming In his honor the camp for
the reception of cholera patients which
the United States Government established
at Sandy Hook. Mr. Low was most active
in the movement to find -work for the unemployedduring the distress of the WIntel
of 1894.
While Mr. Low has done much for the

old city of New York since he moved his
residence, and his availability for public
services has been match appreciated and

lumbia College.

ills work highly valued, it Is to Brooklyn
that one must go for the most enthusiastic
devotion to the man. Brooklyn knows
him, has known him all his life, and when
New York knows him as well It will appreciatehim as completely as Brooklyn
does.

HENRY GEORGE.
Continued from Pagre Thirty-elgrht.

a shrine to visitors from the ends of the
earth. The not infrequent disappointmentof strangers at their first meeting with the
author of "Progress and Poverty" and the
leader of the mighty propaganda for industrialand social reform is one of Mr
George's sources of :imusoment, for nature
has giver, him a quick sense of humor.
"Good heavens." the expression of the

reverent pilgrim often says, "I thought you
were a great man, hut now I've seen you!"Physically Mr. George Is not an imposingpersonage. He is under five feet six,and it is only his noble head and fine faep
th^t save him from tnsignificance. Hit
manner is without a trace of pose or selfeonsciousness.lie is always himself, an'
his ingenuousness, which he carries iut
nolitics, Is first the d»«pnir and then tli
Inspiration of his advisers. His one diss'
pation is a cigar, the ashes of^shieh con
xnonly accumulate on his shoulder, droppethere as he gesticulates geniiy in converse
tion. Absent-mindedeness has grown upchim with the years, and he leaves a tra
of papers and handkerchiefs as he goes t'
others to rescue. His dress is plain a:
careless, and the loss of his umbrella ai
overcoat, and even his hat. Is a weekly o
curence. Where he Is unknown and is
lent he does not Impress. Once in a Pv
man car, of which he was the only passe
ger, the porters gathered and told hard-lu
stories that he overheard. On reaching t
end~of his journey, while the tall and c>
dnooonrltn .un'oH/, wrae. V-
ucoicuuiiig muiuuvp » no uin Ji

with his whisk-broom. Mr. George delminedto make one poor devil nappy, a
gave him all the change he had in J
pocket, several dollars. The porter ga»
on the gorgeous tip, then at its dhnimit
bestower, threw up his hands and, with
joyous chuckle, cried out: "I says it
ways, an' I says it agin; you never cai
tell nothin' about a frog till you sees hi
Jump!"
You forget all about Henry George

want of inches when you know him ai
iitfur uiui lam. luen ur gruws as

you small. His talk is his honest though
and It Is his honest thought that has ma<
the world receive him as one of its gre
men. Always he seizes upon the heart
his subject, and It is the directness
his mind, grasping the essential things 1:
tultlvely. anci waving away th' Incident*!
that gives value and charm to his lumifljrconversation. What most other men ec
at by hard Intellectual striving. In
without effort.which Is to say that hi
different from most other men In being ,
man of genius.


